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Is reality knowing that 
our leaders are rou-
tinely dealing in dollar 

figures that are followed by 10 or eleven 
zeroes?  A government bailout of $900 
billion dollars is the equivalent commit-
ment of three thousand dollars (Yes 
$3,000) per each family member in the 
United States. 

Over the holiday season, Chapter 116 
gave over $12,000 directly to Air Force 
families in need in the local region. It 
was almost a third of our annual alloca-
tions, but I think it was a very big deal! I 
would like to make it a bigger deal. Our 
donation represents $10 dollars for each 
of our estimated 1400 members. Thanks 
to major donors, corporate sponsors, 
community partners and membership 
returns, that is the largest amount the 
Chapter was ever able to give. 

 In light of the current billion-dollar bail-
out to banks and financial institutions, 
our membership’s donation seemed a 
pittance. But, if you could see the smiles 
on the faces of the kids, spouses and 
family providers in receipt of the dona-
tions, you would understand.   

Our dollars are bigger.  In many cases, 
our airmen still exist at the subsistence 
level, using food stamps Our dollars are 
bigger.  In many cases, our airmen still ex-
ist at the subsistence level, using food 
stamps and earning minimum wages. Real-
ize too, this is a volunteer force, but with 
highest standards, the most sophisticated 
training, and deep dedication. 

Be thankful indeed!  Continue to give. We 
need to continue giving and the Chapter is 
dedicated to continue that as a primary fo-
cus, a top mission objective. So when 
someone asks what an AFA membership 
does for them, tell them simply “our three 
zeroes go a lot further than their eleven 
zeroes!” 

For your friends who wish to truly support 
our troops, join our AFA Chapter 116.  
They are needed and they can support that 
force through donations of dollars or talent. 
Next month we’ll tell you about our other 
top priority, “Thousands for Scholarships,” 
that support education. 

                          Dick Stultz 
  President 
 

          
President’s Message 
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AFA Goals:    

The Air Force Association stands for three main goals supported by our  
local Chapter: 
·  to Educate the general public about the critical role of aerospace power  

 in the defense of our nation;  

· to Advocate the need for Aerospace power and a strong national defense;  

· and to Support the United States Air Force and the Air Force Family.�

 

 

 

 

 

Air Force AssociationAir Force Association  
Claude J. Farinha Gold Rush Chapter 116 

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER   
Educating the public about the Past, Present, and Future of  

Aviation and Aerospace 
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Since 2004, the Chapter has been involved in a 
Holiday Giving Program which is aimed at 
providing financial assistance to needy Air 
Force families in support of the third goal.  The 
need is great and is vetted through the Com-
mand Chiefs and Family Readiness Managers 
from Active Duty, Guard and Reserve wings in 
our Northern California Region.  When the 
program began in 2004, we were able to pro-
vide $2,000 to ten (10) of the neediest AF 
families in our area.  As the program evolved, 
we have had an opportunity to allocate a 
greater amount to this important program each 
year to the point where last month the Chapter 
donated $10,250 to 38 AF families with the 
greatest validated need.You can be proud of 
your Chapter where efforts to support the Air 
Force Family Program have resulted in giving 
$25,750 to 98 needy AF families since 2004. 

As was said before, the need is great and far bigger 
than we can accommodate even with increased 
funding each year.  You are thus encouraged to offer 
a donation to this important program, if you are able 
to do so, at any time during the year.  No amount is 
too small as the need is so great.  Your partially tax-
deductable donation may be made to “AFA Chapter 
116” and mailed to our Chapter mailbox at “AFA 
Chapter 116, P. O. Box 2326, Citrus Heights, CA 
95610.”  Please note “Support of AF Family Pro-
gram” on your check so it may be used to this end.  
Thank you in advance for your support!  Our Air 
Force is world-renowned and highly respected for 
the tremendous value it serves in performing its 
complex space, air and cyber missions around the 
world.  Our Airmen make us proud in spite of the 
financial challenges they may face.  We must con-
tinue to do more to support these proud Airmen who 
execute the mission so very well. 

CAP buildings with high speed internet access 
paid for a year.  High Speed Internet access and 
this equipment will allow for near real time in-
put of photos and mission data directly into the 
CAP Web Mission Information Reporting Sys-
tem (WMIRS).  For cadets upgraded equipment 
will improve communication with other Cadet 
units and increase understanding of CAP opera-
tions. In the future the equipment can be up-
graded to provide flight simulation. 

 

 

AFA Chapter 116 exceeded membership goals 
in each quarter in 2008 and thus became eligi-
ble for a National AFA matching “non educa-
tional” grant, for an amount up to $1000 
($2000 when matched by Chapter).  Phil 
Barger and others brainstormed the situation 
and approached Auburn Composite Squadron 
92, California Wing Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 
located at Auburn Airport. 

 

The Squadron has approximately 19 Cadets, 
29 Senior Members.7 pilots and Civil Air Pa-
trol corporate owned aircraft (Cessna 182R) 
assigned.  The Squadron is physically located 
in three portable (trailer type) structures on the 
airport edge.  Operationally, the Squadron 
participates in 15-20 Search and Rescue 
(SAR) missions annually.  Cadets train and 
develop technical and leadership skills, 
through programs developed by CAP and su-
pervised by senior members.Two meetings 
were held with Squadron Leaders and a grant 
request developed.  Glen Walder, Chapter 
CAP Liaison worked with William Wetzel, 
Squadron Commander to finalize the grant to 
create a secured wireless network in three 
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Phil Barger presents Chapter 
Grant to CAP Lt. William 
Wetze, Commander and  cadets. 
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The 23`d Annual Dining Out of the Cali-
fornia 863rd Cadet Squadron, JROTC, 
based at Del Campo High School, Fair 
Oaks, CA was held at the Elks Lodge, 
Carmichael, CA on December 16, 2008. 
The memorable evening saw a thor-
oughly professional turnout of serious, 
sober, and military uniformed Cadets 
along with their parents, guests and 
award presenters enjoying a traditional 
evening ceremonial. Senior Aerospace 
Science Instructor Colonel Earl Farney 
and his assistant, Chief Master Sergeant 
Kenneth Fears can be justly proud of 
their training and inspiration as demon-
strated by their young participants. 

The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of awards from 21 national 
organizations for academic, military and 
overall performance. Retired military 

members were the presenters. Lieutenant 
Colonel Robert Webber of our chapter, acting 
as ROTC Liaison Chairman, presented the 
Outstanding Cadet Award from the National 

AFA to Cadet Troy Mor-
gan. 

The President of the Dining 
Out was Cadet Colonel An-
gela Vyborny, performing 
in one of her senior year 
activities. This young lady 
is a born leader, and ran a 

professional, complicated ceremony with 
poise and aplomb. She is expecting to ma-
triculate at the University of Missouri in 
2009. One wishes she was to attend the Air 
Force Academy as the service could certainly 
use a person of her character. She is also an 
Olympic level wrestler. 

DEL CAMPO DINING OUT 

Bob Webber pre-
senting award to Ca-
det Troy Morgan for 
Outstanding Cadet 

viduals.  Overall winner of the competition 
was the Air Force ROTC unit from Clear-
field, Utah, with Casa Roble High School 
here in Sacramento as runner up.  The Clear-
water AFROTC unit drove over 700 
miles and put on an awesome show by win-
ning first in each of the science, math and 
reading portions of the competition.   
 
Chapter 116 donated funding for the awards. 
Our congratulations go out to Chief Master 
Sgt Kenneth Fears and Colonel Farney for the 
leadership of this unit in hosting an out-
standing event, not bad now that 
the Colonel has put in 23 years of duty after a 
full career in the Air Force.  

Chapter Supports West Coast Junior ROTC Academic Challenge Chapter Supports West Coast Junior ROTC Academic Challenge Chapter Supports West Coast Junior ROTC Academic Challenge --- January 10, 2009 January 10, 2009 January 10, 2009   
The Gold Rush Chapter was proud to 
support the Junior ROTC Academic 
Challenge conducted by Colonel Earl 
Farney and the Del Campo JROTC 
Unit.  Over 150 students composed of 
12 teams from as far away as Utah and 
San Jose traveled to compete in the con-
test of science, math, reading compre-
hension and physical challenges. San 
Juan School Board President, Mr Rich-
ard Launey kicked off the event with 
introductory remarks.  
AFA Chapter President Dick Stultz, a 
Junior JROTC product himself, pre-
sented over 35 awards to Army, Navy 
and Air Force JROTC units and indi-
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Colonel Earl Farney 
 
 



In a separate Newsletter article, Calling 
All parents and Grandparents, we outlined 
our current Chapter scholarship program.  
During the past five years, the chapter has 
awarded $100,000 in scholarships through 
the Education Foundation For Aerospace, 
Inc. (EFA).  Although, some of the funds 
donated to the EFA have come from mem-
bers, the majority has come from a few 
Community Partners.  However, due to 
the current economic climate, many busi-
nesses are forced to limit even their contri-
butions to non- profit organizations like 
EFA. 

 

As a consequence, we are asking our 
members to step up and help with our 
scholarship fund, by making a donation to 
EFA.  Keep in mind that one hundred $10 

All of the information for applying is 
on our web site http://www.afa-
sacto.org, just click on 2009 Scholar-
ship Info and a Scholarship Informa-
tion section will pop up.   

Almost forgot, be sure they mention 
in the Air Force/Professional Affilia-
tions section of the application that 
Gramps is a Chapter 116 member, as 
that qualifies you for a big hug and 
them to be placed in a special cate-
gory.   

Any questions can be directed to 
ronazarcon@sbcglobal.net, or call 
Ron at (916) 944-9925. 
16 

 
 
 
 

Will you have a 
son, daughter, 
grandson or 
granddaughter in, 
or starting college 
in 2009?  Could 

they use $500, $1,000, $2,500 or 
more towards their college expenses?  
Have you told them that your AFA 
Chapter 116 is soliciting applications 
for college scholarships? 

NOW?  Well, what are you waiting 
for?  Remove the chocks, apply the 
power and get off the ground!   

The submission cutoff date is 
March 13, 2009, which may seem a 
long time away, but remember it will 
take time out of their busy schedules 
to gather data and compose a thought-
ful personal essay.   

EDUCATION FOUNDATION FOR AEROSPACE 

We challenge all 
our members to 
give at least $10 .   

donations will fund one student, 
as will ten $100 donations.  Give 
whatever you can, but please 
give something! 

 

 All contributions are fully tax 
deductible as EFA is a 501 (c) 
(3) organization, IRS Tax I.D. 
number 43-1988851. 

 

Mail your contribution to: 

 AFA Chapter 116  

P.O. Box 2326  

Citrus Heights, CA 95610. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 

CAFA State Convention 28-
30 May at March AFB, CA 
 
“Wings of Hope Golf Tour-
nament” at The Ridge in  
Auburn……...31 August 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Air Force Associa-
tion Convention……….11-16 
September 2009 
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CALLING ALL PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS ����
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With this Newsletter, I wish to put in a 
plea to all Chapter Members to consider 
a use of your time and experience in fur-
thering the efforts of our organization 
and the Air Force Association. WE ARE 
THE FORCE BEHIND THE FORCE. 
As you read the Air Force Magazine, and 
see the various issues portrayed in the 
internet sites (Military.com, AFA.org, 
MOAA.org, NAUS.org) you can see that 
all Air Force support starts at the local 
level. 

In my volunteer role as Chapter ROTC 
Liaison Chairman, I have researched 
the ROTC organization, mission and 
operation. I was a product of Norwich 
University, Vermont, Army ROTC, but 
I spent so much time at my future 
wife's college that I resigned, joined the 
Air Corps and obtained my commission 

via Officer Training School.  In my 23 
years of service, I saw the product of 
ROTC in the several officers with whom 
I came in contact. My background 
caused me to volunteer for my present 
endeavor in the hope, at my late stage in 
life, of making an impression on the 
young Cadets with whom I may come in 
contact. YOU CAN DO THE SAME . I 
need your help, advice and council to 
make the Chapter effort successful. 

If you are motivated by the above plea, 
give me a call at 987��1917 or email me 
at REWebber.member.afa.org, and let us 
get together for the common cause.  

Thanks, 
Bob Webber 
 

HELP WANTED! 

Chapter 116 Community Partners 

Aerospace Museum of  
California 
 
Alaskan Adventures 

Auburn Honda 

Beverly’s, Rocklin 

Carte’ Jewelers, Rocklin 

DeCA 

Delicato Vineyards 

Dynamic Painting 

Eldorado Hotel & Casino 

Ernst & Young LLP 

Eskaton 

Firestone 

Flyers Convenience Stores 

Health  Net Federal Services, 
Inc. 

KB International 

Laurence Masuoka, 
D.D.S.LA-Z-Boy Furniture 
Galleries 

Oliver Management 

Marine Memorial Club 

Peets Coffee & Peets Coffee 
& Tea 

Prosper Magazine 

Re/Max Gold, Yuba City 

SAFE Credit Union 

Schlegel Insurance 

Setzer Foundation 

Sierra View Country Club 

Standard Register 

Stove Connection, Loomis 

Sunset Whitney C.C. 

Teichert Aggregates 

The Galster Group, 
Fair Oaks 

The Savant Group 

Tony’s Fine Foods 

Travis Credit Union 

Tri West Healthcare 
Alliance 

Universal Technical 
Institute 

VisuAllusions 

Wachovia Securities 

WestCorp 

Worldwide Support 
Inc. (WSI) 

President  Dick Stultz 

916-962-0369 (h) 

Vice President, Ron Azarcon 

916-944-9925 (h) 

Secretary, Sandy Stultz 

916-962-0369 (h) 
Treasurer, Philip Barger 

916-663-2948 (hl)  
________________________ 
State and National POCs 
 
CAFA President, Martin  
Ledwitz     -   626-286-7090 

CAFA Area 1 Vice President John 
Barbour—408-244-3123  

AFA National Director, Dennis Davoren  - 
530-406-1968 

AFA Far West Regional -President Wayne 
Kaufman—818-706-0936 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE 

Our membership committee 
is currently focusing on 
growth in our chapter mem-
bership.  Our theme is:  

“Every Member Get a 
Member.”  

Our membership chairman, 
Bob Clawson, would be 
glad to assist you in signing 
up a new member.   

You can contact him at 
(916) 967-9318 or by email 
at eng7378@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

ROTC Liaison Requests Your Help�


